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civilization: to shew how such a combination was pos-
sible;   how Charles and Otto were led to revive the:
imperial title in the West;  how far during the reigns
of  their   successors   it   preserved the  memory of  its'
origin, and influenced the European commonwealth of;
nations.                                                                          j
Strictly speaking, it is from the year Sco A.D., when
a King of the Franks was crowned Emperor of the j
Romans by Pope Leo III, that the beginning of the Holy j
Roman Empire must be dated. But in history there is f
nothing isolated, and just as to expkin a modern Act,
of Parliament or a modern conveyance of lands we must \
go back to the feudal customs of the thirteenth century,
so among the institutions of the Middle Ages there is
^scarcely one which can be understood until it is traced I
up either to classical or to primitive Teutonic antiquity, j
Such a mode of inquiry is most of all needful in the case j
of the Holy Empire, itself no more than a tradition, a
fancied revival of departed glories. And thus, in order
to make it clear out of what elements the imperial system
was formed, we might be required to scrutinize the an-
tiquities of the Christian Church; to survey the consti-
tution of Rome in the days when Rome was no more
than the first of the Lathi cities; nay, to travel back yet
further to that Jewish theocratic policy whose influence on
the minds of the mediaeval priesthood was necessarily so
profound. Practically, however, it may suffice to begin
by glancing at the condition of the Roman world in
the third and fourth centuries of the Christian era. We
shall then see the old Empire with its scheme of abso-
lutism fully matured; we shall mark how the new reli-
gion, rising in the midst of a hostile power, ends by
embracing and transforming it; and we shall be in a
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